
Paper 1 – Aspects of the French Revolution 
 

Due Thursday 2/1 
 
Choose one of the prompts below, and answer it in a minimum four page analytic paper. Be 
sure that your thesis statement directly answers the question, and that you select and explain 
quotes from the text to use as evidence to support your argument.  
 
 

1. What is the most important way in which Burke and Equiano embody one aspect of 
revolution, and why? To craft your response, you’ll need to state which aspect of 
revolution you’re dealing with, and consider whether the two writers are on the same 
side of it, opposite sides, or perhaps a bit of both.   

 
 

2. Pit Burke and Wollstonecraft against one another. Identify one key way in which each 
one addresses what the other does not regarding the French Revolution. Is either one of 
them more convincing? Why or why not? 

 
 

3. Compare Equiano with Elizabeth Barrett Browning. These two narratives are separated 
by time and circumstances, yet what do they have in common re: liberty? 

 
 

4. Compare Williams and Barrett Browning. As women authors, what key commonality do 
they share despite being separated by time and circumstances? 

 
 
Grading Criteria 
 
A Range – Excellent – Embodies all the good qualities of the B paper but is lively, interesting, 
exciting. There may be a few proofreading errors or other minor blemishes, but they seem to 
be the normal accidents found even in good writing. There is obviously a mind at work and the 
writer clearly cares about the ideas and the language that carries them. 
 
B Range – Very Good – Presents a worthwhile and interesting thesis supported by sound 
evidence and neat organization. Grammar, spelling, and other mechanical elements are almost 
always correct. It delivers the argument and information promised in the beginning. 
 
C Range – Satisfactory – Has a thesis, but one that is broad, vague, or obvious, often resting on 
a personal opinion. Does not use evidence well and probably has significant mechanical, 
spelling, and grammatical errors. 
 



D & F Range – Unacceptable – Either lacks a thesis or has one that is too vague, broad, or 
uninteresting to sustain detailed treatment. Ideas do not develop from sentence to sentence or 
paragraph to paragraph. There is little evidence that the writer understands the topic. Contains 
many mechanical, spelling, and grammatical errors. 
 


